132                                 LUXURY.

bad sense, he may consider that he is receiving1 notice
to quit.

This may suggest the last remark that I need
make. It is impossible, I have said, to say definitely
this is, and that is not, a luxury : and, in general, that
is not the way in which the question presents itself.
We have rather to decide upon our general standard of
life, and to adopt a certain scale of living more or less
fixed for us hy our social vsurroundings. We can all
do something towards rationalising the habitual
modes of expenditure, and adapting the machinery to
such ends as are worthy of intelligent and cultivated
beings. So far as inclination is in the direction of
vulgarity, of ostentatious habits, of multiplying idle
ceremonies and cumbrous pomposities, wo can pro-
test by our own conduct, at least, in favour of plain
living and high thinking. But so far as social life is
really adapted to the advancement of intellect, the
humanising and refinement of our sympathies, it pro-
motes an improvement which cannot but spread
beyond the immediate circle. Even such pursuits,
it is true, may incidentally become provocative of an
objectionable luxury, A man who is a lover of art,
for example, occasionally shuts himself out all the
more from the average sympathies, and indulges in
pleasures, less gross but, perhaps, even more enervat-
ing than some which we should call distinctly sensual.